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about the show 
In the tradition of Harry Potter, comes ‘The Grimstones - 

Hatched’, a gothic fairytale told with giant books, exquisite 

old-world marionettes and sign language (Auslan). 

There’s a girl who reads dreams, a baby boy with three legs, a 

mother who sews garments lined with love and warmth, and a 

grandfather who heals people with his magical concoctions. 

This is a delightful and inspiring tale, sprinkled with comedy. It 

appeals to people aged 8 to 80. A 35 minute version is available 

for audiences from 5 and up. 

the creative team 
Designed and created by Asphyxia 

Directed by Gabrielle Griffin and Kelly Parry 

Lighting and technical design by Kane Forbes 

Original music composed by Ania Reynolds 

Stage Managed by Shane Nagle 

Performed by Asphyxia and Paula Dowse 

Management and marketing by Roe Ritchie 

Marketing materials designed by Jenine Davidson 

themes 
Hatched offers students the opportunity to explore the wonder of 

books, and develop a deeper acceptance of difference, family 

love and the simple pleasures of life. 
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audiences 
The Grimstones – Hatched is the first in a series of compelling and 

magical fairytales featuring The Grimstone family. It appeals to 

everyone - those who enjoy Harry Potter, Edward Scissorhands or 

The Addams Family will love The Grimstones. The full length (50 

minute) show is designed for those 8 – 80, while the shorter 

(35 minute) version has been developed specifically for those 5 

and up. 

the artist 
The Grimstones - Hatched has been designed and created by 

Asphyxia. She handcrafted all the marionettes and intricate 

props, as well as developing the aesthetic, designing and building 

the set. 

Asphyxia is a Deaf circus performer turned puppeteer, who has 

toured nationally and internationally over the past decade. 

Asphyxia is a great role model for both Deaf and hearing 

audiences who enjoy watching the beautiful and poetic sign 

language. 

Asphyxia has created an artist’s journal which records the 

making of The Grimstones. The journal documents the artist’s 

process from the point of inspiration and concept sketches, 

through to the completed work. It is packed with tips on every 

topic, from how to sculpt the face of a marionette, to creating 

miniature books. Excerpts from the journal have been used to 

create a foyer exhibition which provides a glimpse behind the 

scenes. 

The journal and exhibition will inspire everyone ‘to have a go’ 

and be more creative in their lives. The Grimstones - Hatched: an 

artist’s journal by Asphyxia is an invaluable resource for the 

classroom to use in addition to the Teaching Notes. The 

Grimstones: an Artist’s Journal by Asphyxia’ is available for sale at 

the show or from www.asphyxia.com.au 
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puppetry techniques 
The Grimstones features puppetry techniques from around the 

world. Asphyxia brings together traditional and contemporary 

international influences to develop a culture of puppetry which 

is unique and distinct. 

Asphyxia learnt to build and articulate marionette puppets from 

Chilean master puppeteer Sergio Barrios. (For more information 

visit p23 of ‘The Grimstones an Artist’s Journal by Asphyxia, 

available from www.asphyxia.com.au) An order form is also 

included at the end of this resource. 

Asphyxia has since studied the rules of traditional marionette 

puppetry - and chosen to break most of them! Traditionally the 

marionette puppeteer is hidden from view, behind the set. 

Asphyxia has chosen to foreground the puppeteers and each has 

their own unique character. The puppeteers interact with the 

puppets and have an integral role to play in the story. 

Asphyxia has lovingly handmade each of the puppets. In 

creating the faces she was inspired by the Japanese style of 

Bunraku puppetry. Bunraku puppets have featureless faces.  

The body movements of these puppets are so expressive the 

audience actually projects a facial expression onto the blank face 

without realising they are doing so. While the puppets in The 

Grimstones have clearly defined features their facial expressions 

are neutral, so the audience can interpret the expression in a 

variety of ways, depending on the action and the mood of each 

scene. For more information see Chapter 3 of ‘The Grimstones: an 

Artist’s Journal by Asphyxia.’ 
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contents 
The activities in this 

teaching resource are 

broadly categorised 

into ► 

 
spoken 

 

 
written 

 

 
visual arts 

 

 
performing 

arts 
 

Next to each learning activity are indicators 

which specify whether the activity is suited 

to individual and/or group work, as well as 

the target age group ► 

 
group 
activity 

 
individual 
activity 

 

 spoken learning activities before the show    
► Have you seen a puppet show before? Where? When? Prep – Yr 3 

► What are some of the differences between puppet shows and other 
types of theatre? 

Prep – Yr 3 

 

► Is going to the theatre just for fun, or do you think you can learn 
from going to the theatre? 

Prep – Yr 3  

 

► Talk about Asphyxia’s background as a deaf artist. How do we 
communicate other than using verbal language?  

 Gesture, body language, facial expression, script, signs, Auslan,
sounds other than speech – vocal or non-vocal noise, music etc 

 Have a short conversation without using the spoken word. 
Topics include: ‘My trip to the theatre’ and ‘My favourite 
performer in the world’. 

Prep – Yr 3  
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 spoken learning activities after the show    
► Did you enjoy the show? What did you like about it?  Prep – Yr 2  

► What was The Grimstones fairytale about?  Prep – Yr 2  

► Which giant book did you like best? Why?  Prep – Yr 2  

► Sing ‘Happy Birthday’ … in Auslan. (see Attachment 2) Prep – Yr 3  

► Why was Velvetta afraid of the baby when she realised he had three
legs? Discuss how people are often afraid of something that seems
different.   

Prep – Yr 3  

► Can you think of a situation where you were afraid of something
and then once it became familiar you realised there was no reason 
to be scared?  

Prep –Yr 3  

 

 spoken learning activities after the show    
► Use the fingerspelling alphabet to spell your own name and sign

some introductory phrases. (see Attachment 1) 
Prep – Yr 2  

 

 visual arts learning activities before the show    
► Make a simple puppet using a sock, a toilet roll.  Prep – Yr 2  

► Make a simple puppet using the pattern in Attachment 3. Use 
crayons, glue and found objects to decorate your puppet.  

Prep – Yr 2 

 

 visual arts learning activities after the show                 and/or  
► Decorate the cover of your own spell book using paper,

crayons and glued on paper. 
Prep – Yr 2  

► Create a poster to advertise The Grimstones.  Prep – Yr 3  
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 performance arts learning activities before the show    
► Bring a toy/teddybear/doll to school and create a simple

puppet show.  
Prep –  Yr 2 

 

 performance arts learning activities after the show    
► Move like a puppet:  Break up into groups of three. One child is

a puppeteer who ‘articulates’ another child who is the puppet. A 
third child mirrors the puppets movements.  

Prep – Yr 3  

 

 



 

 
Hatched teaching resource   |   attachment one   |   page 8

 

attachment one  |  australian sign language alphabet 
 

Fingerspelling doesn’t take long to learn and you can begin fingerspelling as soon as you 

understand the hand shapes of the alphabet. Right handed people fingerspell with the right hand 

and left handed people fingerspell with the left hand. 

Here are some hints for fingerspelling:  

► The hand is raised in a comfortable position by bending the elbow.  

► The arm does not move when fingerspelling.  

► Shapes for the letters should be clearly formed and pause slightly between words.  

 
source: http://www.deafservicesqld.org.au/our_services/learnauslan.html 
 



 

 
Hatched teaching resource   |   attachment one   |   page 9

 

 attachment one cont’d  |  signing introductory phrases 
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attachment two  |  sing a song . . .  in Auslan 
 

 
 



 

 
Hatched teaching resource   |   attachment three   |   page 11 

 

attachment three 
 

These simple puppet making projects1 are suitable for primary school children and are 

constructed with materials found around the house, like egg cartons, cardboard, paper, 

boxes, cotton wool, string, crayons, paint, glue, etc.  

 

 

tiny puppet theatre 
This small and very portable theatre is perfect for 

putting on shows with finger puppets, icy-pole stick 

puppets or puppets on straws. Children hold the theatre 

with one hand and use the other hand to move the 

puppets. 

 
 
materials required: 

► Empty cereal box 

► Paint or coloured paper for decorating the cereal box 

► Coloured paper or scraps of fabric — for curtains 

► Glue, scissors, paint brush and pencil 

 

method:  

1. Cut the top off a cereal box. This will be the bottom of the theatre. 

2. Paint the box and set aside to dry completely. 

3. Once dry, cut a rectangular hole on one side of the box — leave at least 5cm of 
cardboard each side of the hole so the box will not fall apart. 

4. Using the colour paper or fabric, draw and cut out curtains for the theatre. 

5. Glue the curtains to the box. Cut tiny strips of contrasting coloured paper for the 
pretend curtain tie backs. For fabric curtains, twist ties or string could be used.  

                                                      

1 www.enchantedlearning.com 
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attachment three cont’d 
 

 

stick puppets 
These simple puppets are made from card and drinking 

straws/icy-pole sticks and are quick to make. Children can 

construct a variety of puppets – from simple shapes to more 

detailed figurines. 

 
 
materials required: 

► Light to medium weight cardboard. Cardboard that is too thick will be difficult for 
children to cut out. Cardboard that is too light will not hold the intended puppet 
shape and may droop. 

► Drinking straws or icy-pole sticks 

► Pens, pencils, markers, paints, coloured paper/magazine pages, yarn, cotton wool, 
pipe cleaners etc – anything suitable for decorating the puppet 

► Tape and scissors 

 

method: 

1. Draw an outline of the animal/shape (head or entire body) of the puppet on to the 
cardboard. 

2. Cut out the shape. 

3. Decorate the cardboard cut-out with paint, markers, pencil etc. Details such as nose, 
eyes, mouth, whiskers, hair etc can be drawn on, or cut out of coloured paper and 
glued on. Yarn or string makes good whiskers and hair. 

4. Tape a drinking straw or icy-pole stick onto the back of your puppet. 
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attachment three cont’d 
 

 

jumping marionette 
Children construct a jumping marionette. When the 

string is pulled – the arms and legs move. Younger 

children will require assistance to create this puppet. 

A basic template is supplied, however children are 

encouraged to draw and create their shapes and 

models of puppets. 

 
 
materials required 

► Light to medium weight cardboard. Cardboard that is too thick will be difficult for 
children to cut out. Cardboard that is too light will not hold the intended puppet 
shape and may droop. 

► Pens, pencils, markers, paints, coloured paper/magazine pages, yarn, cotton wool, 
pipe cleaners etc – anything suitable for decorating the puppet 

► 4 x paper connectors (available from stationery shops). 

► Scissors, glue, a hole punch and needle and thread 

 
method: 

 
Fig.1 

2. Decorate/colour the individual parts. 

3. Cut out the parts. 

4. Punch holes where the large black dots are located.  

5. Connect the arms and legs to the body using the paper 
connectors (see fig.1) 

6. Thread the needle. Push the threaded needle through the small 
black dots on the arms and knot the ends. Do the same for the 
legs. (See fig. 2) 

7. Tie another piece of thread to the top of the head – and make a 
loop to hang the marionette. 

8. With the arms and legs hanging down, tie a piece of thread to 
the middle of each arm and leg thread. This is the PULL string 
that makes the arms and legs move. 

 
Fig.2 
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attachment three cont’d  |  template for marionette 
 

 

 




