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about the author 
Asphyxia is a circus performer turned puppeteer, and a writer. She is also deaf. Asphyxia 

grew up in Melbourne surrounded by an unruly mob of brothers, sisters and cousins. As 

one of the eldest, she took it upon herself to direct everyone in elaborate games about 

witches, faeries, pixies, goblins and evil characters. She wrote her first book at twelve and 

entered  it in the St Kilda Writers’ Festival competition where it won first prize. Because 

of her deafness, Asphyxia found herself becoming quite isolated as she grew up, until she 

discovered the online community. In order to log on she needed a user name and her 

brother chose Asphyxia as a joke. Being in contact with likeminded people who 

understood her, opened up her world and her deafness was no longer a barrier, and she 

was happy when the name Asphyxia stuck. 

In 2006 a chance encounter with a master puppeteer on the streets of Guatemala 

introduced her to the intricate world of marionette theatre – and she was hooked! Her 

desire to create a gothic fairytale with marionettes emerged and she began developing the 

idea for The Grimstones. 

The Grimstones took Asphyxia eighteen months to create. She designed, built and 

handcrafted each of the marionettes as well as the set. The  theatre production of Hatched 

has been very well received and has toured Australia and overseas. 
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education applicability 
Hatched has particular relevance to English and Art/Design. Key themes in the book 

include family, magic, grief, identity, and acceptance. 

Suggestions for classroom application and discussion: 

1. Before reading the novel, study the cover and title and predict what the story might 

be about. Compare and contrast your ideas with others in the class. Then, read the 

back cover blurb. Does the story seem to match your predictions? 

2. Asphyxia uses rich and unusual language in Hatched. Create a class ‘vocabutree’: On a 

piece of brown paper, draw the trunk and branches of a tree, cut it out and attach it 

to the classroom wall. On green cardboard, cut out large leaf shapes. On each of the 

cardboard leaves, write out a word and its meaning. Attach the leaves to the 

branches of the cardboard tree trunk. Continue to add new leaves as students come 

across further unfamiliar words during their reading. 

Some words to start off with from the first two diary entries: ‘forthwith’, 

‘concoctions’, ‘apothecary’, ‘slothful’, ‘deportment’. 

3. Enlarge the family tree and map of the house on pages 4-5 and display it in the 

classroom. Discuss the members of Martha’s family and how Martha has identified 

their special places in the house through a photo of the room glued onto the map. 

Students can create a map of their own house and family tree using photos, drawings 

and collage materials. Display these around the classroom. 

4. Martha’s mother Velvetta is very sad because she misses her dead husband. Discuss 

what friends and family members can do when someone they love is very unhappy. 

5. Martha is a very resourceful girl; when she identifies a problem she tries hard to 

solve it: when the doorbell breaks she invents a new one, when the bird pecks holes 

in the bread she invents a Bread Protector, when her mother is sad because she and 

her husband had always planned to have more children Martha creates a baby 

through magic. Students can identify a problem in the school and invent something 

to fix it, either sketch the invention and how it will work or, if materials are available, 

make the invention. 

6. Vivid descriptions are used throughout the novel: for example, ‘He has a long, thin 

grasshopper face’, ‘cabbage moths swarmed in my stomach and my heart pounded 

with naughtiness’, ‘Mama’s bread is as light as cobwebs and delicious as cake’. 

Students can produce a descriptive piece of creative writing about a person, object 

or incident from their own lives. 

7.  Martha uses a spell recipe to create Crumpet. Discuss the components of a recipe (a 

list of ingredients and a step-by-step method) and then students can write their own 

spell for something they would like to create or do (keeping in mind the Rules of 

Magick on page 62). 
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8. Predict what might happen in Mortimer Revealed: Grimstones 2 (read page 122 of 

Hatched for a hint). In diary format, students write their own first chapter of Mortimer 

Revealed. 

9. Compare the photo of the apothecary on page 72-73 with the preliminary sketch of 

the set design on page 118. What features stayed the same during construction and 

what changed? Discuss why this might be so eg: difficulties in construction, couldn’t 

find the right materials or Asphyxia simply changed her mind. Students can draw a 

set design for Martha’s bedroom (which is never seen in the book) and then create a 

diorama of it, remembering that the finished object might be different from their 

original drawing, but that is okay. 

10. If possible, see a live performance of Hatched. If not possible, watch the promotional 

trailer on The Grimstones website: 

http://www.thegrimstones.com/index.php/performances/hatched/hatched-the-show/ 

Students can make their own simple puppets and either re-enact a scene from 

Hatched or create their own short performance! 

 

 


