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Process Reference 
 

How to enter a score into GarageBand 
1. Work out what key the song is in. Look at the key signature on the score. Use the key 

reference provided to work out what key the song is in and to see which notes 
should be played as sharps or flats. 

2. Write down the notes to be played as sharps and flats in the notepad in GarageBand. 
3. In GarageBand, set the key at the top of the screen to the key of the song. 
4. Enter all the notes into GarageBand as they appear on the score. Only enter a sharp 

or flat note if it is actually written as a sharp or flat on the score. 
5. With the notepad open in GarageBand, look at which notes are sharps and which are 

flats. Move all the notes that are supposed to be sharps one semitone higher, and 
move all the notes that are supposed to be flats one semitone lower. 

6. Check for mistakes by looking at the score in GarageBand. The score should only 
show a note as a sharp, flat or natural if it was written as that on the original score 
you are copying. If there is a sharp or flat that is different than the original score, 
then you have made a mistake, and you know to correct that note. 

 

How to transpose a song to a key that suits your hearing 
1. Identify a note in the melody that represents the current key, or add one temporarily 

if need. If the current key is F then the note will also be F. 
2. Drag the melody up and down and listen to it at a range of pitches until you find one 

that sounds good. Aim to put the lowest note of the melody around the middle of 
your comfortable range. 

3. What is the identified note now? This note tells you the new key. For example, if the 
note that was before an F is now a C, then the key is C.) 

4. Click edit menu-undo a few times to return your notes to their original key and 
remove the temporary note if you added one. 

5. At the top of the screen in GarageBand, click on the key setting and change it to the 
new key. All the notes will be moved accordingly. 

 

Other ways to adjust to suit your hearing 
1. Change the octave of a track. 
2. Adjust the velocity of quiet notes to make them louder. 
3. Boost the EQ of a track in the range where you hear best. 
4. Move quiet notes to a different note within the scale. 
5. Change to a different instrument. 



 

www.asphyxia.com.au 

 

How to create a cover  
1. Select the song. 
2. Google an easy piano score for the melody of the song. 
3. Look up the chords for the song if they are not written on the score (just check that 

the score and chords are in the same key as each other). 
4. Write the chords onto the score for your reference, and add bar numbers as well if 

they are not already there. 
5. Enter the melody into GarageBand and adjust individual notes if need. 
6. Create a bass line to go with the song using the chords. 
7. Create a harmony to go with the song using the chords. 
8. Transpose all tracks to a key and octave that suits your hearing range. 
9. Add a percussion track and adjust individual notes if you cannot hear them. 
10. Set the volume for each track that best suits your hearing range. 
11. Save the GarageBand file and export the song. 
12. Listen and enjoy! 

 
 
  


